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Sir  :  I  present  respectfully,  for  publication,  the  accompanying  report 
of  the  area  and  condition  of  cotton,  the  acreage  of  spring  wheat,  oats, 
barley,,  and  rye,  and  the  progress  of  corn-planting,  and  condition  of  all 
cereals  throughout  the  United  States  on  the  1st  of  June. 

J.  E.  DODGE, 

Statistician. 
Hon.  Geo.  B.  Lorino, 

Commissioner. 


CROP  REPORT  FOR  MAY. 

A^An  effort  has  been  made  to  enlarge  the  corps  of  statistical  correspond 
ents,  and  to  strengthen  it  with  new  material,  and  at  the  same  time  in- 
tensify its  esprit  clu  corps.  In  its  ranks  are  found  many  experienced 
observers  and  successful  workers  in  practical  agriculture,  influential 
for  progress  in  their  respective  circles,  and  not  unknown  among  the  ac- 
knowledged representatives  of  the  agricultural  thought  of  the  age. 
Their  co-operation  in  the  work  of  this  department  is  invaluable,  and  is 
appreciated  fully,  and  gratefully  and  heartily  acknowledged. 

There  is  reasonable  demand  for  promptness  in  the  issue  of  reports  of 
condition  of  crops.  There  is  also  unreasonable  and  thoughtless  demand 
for  instantaneous  reports  which  shall  embrace  the  area  of  a  continent 
and  involve  the  accuracy  of  an  elaborate  census.  A  simultaneous  tele- 
graphic report,  with  unlimited  pecuniary  means,  could  not  reach  every 
part  of  the  field  of  production.  If  returns  are  to  come  by  mail,  many  of 
them  require  a  week  to  ten  days  for  transit.  An  effort  has  been  made 
to  secure  the  utmost  promptness  by  the  mailing  on  the  first  day  of  each 
month  of  the  returns.  The  result  is  seen  in  a  telegraphic  synopsis  of  the 
June  report  on  the  10th,  and  its  preparation  for  the  printer  two  days 
later.  The  promptness  of  our  correspondents  is  seen  in  the  fact  that  this 
report  covers  a  larger  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  than 
any  ever  before  made  by  this  department,  covering  the  entire  area  of 


_ 
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1,611   counties,  and  supplemented  by  co-operative  returns  received 
through  several  State  organizations.  Y 
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COTTON. 

The  tendency  to  the  enlargement  of  the  cotton  area  in  this  country  is 
very  strong.  The  increase  of  population,  the  well-sustained  price  of 
cotton,  the  growing  demand  of  the  world  for  its  manufactures,  render 
necessary  an  increase  from  3  to  5  per  cent,  per  annum  in  the 
breadth  under  cultivation.  This  year  the  Mississippi  overflow  has 
caused  some  decrease,  and  the  necessity  for  increase  of  other  crops  on 
the  Atlantic  coast  has  at  least  prevented  any  advance  in  that  region. 
The  returns  of  cotton  are  unusually  full  this  season,  including  the  full 
area  of  455  counties,  representing  seven-tenths  of  the  production.  They 
indicate  a  decrease  of  about  3  per  cent.  Texas  makes  an  increase,  and 
also  the  small  cotton  district  of  Southeast  Yirginia.  All  other  States 
return  some  loss  of  area.  The  largest  deficiency  is  in  the  States  border- 
ing on  the  Mississippi  River,  where  planting  in  over-flowed  districts 
was  not  entirely  finished  on  the  1st  of  June.  The  comparison  with  last 
year's  acreage  is :  Yirginia,  107  per  cent,  ;  North  Carolina,  99 ;  South 
Carolina,  98 ;  Georgia,  95 ;  Florida,  99  ;  Alabama,  96 ;  Mississippi,  95 ; 
Louisiana,  94;  Texas,  105;  Arkansas,  94;  Tennessee,  97. 
V  The  first  systematic  estimates  of  cotton  acreage,  condition,  or  produc- 
tion ever  essayed  in  this  country  were  made  by  this  department.  Early 
in  the  effort  a  tendency  was  seen  to  underestimate  acreage  by  the  local 
observers.  This  became  so  apparent  that  in  1875,  when  all  commercial 
estimates  were  based  on  these  returns,  the  present  statistician  initiated 
the  work  of  a  partial  census,  in  certain  representative  areas,  as  a  means 
of  test  and  correction,  in  June,  1875.  The  test  included  the  area  of  161 
counties  in  all  parts  of  the  cotton  belt,  and  indicated  an  average  yield 
of  a  bale  to  nearly  three  acres  in  1874,  a  year  of  the  lowest  production, 
with  the  single  exception  of  1881,  since  1866.  .  The  average  of  1879,  ac- 
cording to  the  census,  was  two  and  a  halt*  acres  to  the  bale,  in  a  season 
of  more  than  medium  yield.    \  > 
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In  1877  the  department  estimate  was  12,600,000  acres.  Two  years 
later,  in  1879,  the  unofficial  estimate  of  the  writer  of  this  report  was 
14,500,000,  a  figure  that  exceeded  the  census  result  for  that  year  by 
only  37,569  acres.  But  the  department  estimate  for  the  same  year  was 
only  11,596,000  acres.  This  very  serious  discrepancy  arose  from  the 
arbitrary  cutting  down  of  the  returns  of  acreage  of  1878  by  the  Commis< 
sioner  of  Agriculture,  resulting  quite  naturally  in  a  tendency  to  discredit 
the  crop -reporting  system  of  this  department. 

Taking  the  census  results  of  1879  as  a  basis,  the  records  of  the  last 
two  years,  thoroughly  examined  and  corrected,  indicate  the  distribution 
and  changes  of  area  for  three  years  as  follows  : 
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The  increase  of  acreage  was  heavy  in  1880,  amounting  to  10  per  cent., 
while  the  condition  in  October  was  about  6  per  cent,  better  than  in  1879, 
being  85  for  the  whole  breadth  instead  of  80  in  the  abundant  census 
year.  The  result  was  a  crop  nearly  14  per  cent,  larger,  which  would 
have  been  larger  still  by  (possibly)  150,000  bales  if  the  season  for  gath- 
ering the  top  crop  had  been  less  stormy. 

Mr.  Ellison,  of  Liverpool,  once  declared  that  for  several  years  he  had 
been  able  to  forecast  very  closely  the  outcome  of  cotton  by  the  state- 
ment of  condition  in  October  made  by  this  department,  regarding  it  as 
a  very  reliable  indication,  to  be  modified  slightly,  of  course,  by  condi- 
tions favorable  or  unfavorable  for  opening  and  gathering  the  top  crop. 
The  crop-reporting  history  of  the  two  years  of  greatest  comparative 
il  failure,"  1874  and  1881,  shows  that  the  department  record  foretold  the 
shortage  very  accurately  in  October,  when  the  trade  statisticans  failed 
to  see  it,  and  refused  to  believe  it,  even  as  late  as  December.  In  both 
cases,  seasons  of  severe  drought,  the  harvest  was  earlier  and  the  fall 
shipments  heavy ;  and  in  both  cases  cotton  men  were  deceived  by  the 
large  figures  of  receipts  at  ports.  In  1874  the  average  of  condition  in 
October  was  72,  against  78  the  year  before,  and  the  product  was  half  a 
million  bales  less  than  the  unofficial  expectation. 

Applying  the  same  test  in  1881,  we  have  an  increase  in  area  of  nearly 
5  per  cent.,  which  would  give,  with  the  same  condition  as  in  1880,  about 
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6,900,000  bales;  but  October  condition  had  fallen  from  So  in  1880  to  66 
in  1881,  reducing  the  expectation  to  5,357,000  bales,  thus  presenting 
nearly  as  close  an  estimate  eight  months  ago  as  the  wisest  cotton  au- 
thority can  give  to-day  with  the  quantity  in  sight  (June  9,  according 
to  the  Financial  Chronicle),  5,275,815  bales,  and  but  eleven  weeks  of 
the  cotton  year  yet  remaining,  and  the  movement  dribbling  to  a  close. 

The  cause  of  depreciated  condition  is  mainly  a  temperature  too  low 
for  thrift.  In  every  State  there  was  destruction  of  plants  by  frost. 
There  was  also  too  much  rain  for  healthful  growth.  Both  causes  made 
necessary  replanting  in  some  counties  of  one-fourth  of  the  acreage. 
Instances  are  reported  of  two  or  three  successive  replau tings,  with  the 
replacement  still  progressing. 

Condition  is  best  in  Florida,  worst  in  Virginia.  In  Tennessee,  North 
Carolina,  and  Arkansas  it  is  much  lower  than  in  the  Gulf  Coast  States. 

The  averages  of  condition  are  as  follows :  Virginia,  70;  Alabama,  95  \ 
Mississippi,  88 ;  Louisiana,  90;  Texas,  93;  Arkansas,  85;  Tennessee,  80. 

The  stand  is  not  so  good  as  usual,  and  is  an  element  of  the  reported 
depreciation.  The  cool,  wet  weather  causes  slow  growth  and  unthrifty 
appearance,  favoring  the  attacks  of  lice  and  rust,  and  the  prevalence  of 
"sore  shin." 

A  large  number  of  returns  say  that  with  recent  fine  weather  cotton  is 
improving,  and  gives  assurance  of  a  better  report  in  July. 

The  following  extracts  indicate  the  peculiarities  of  the  crop  status  in 
the  several  States : 

Virginia. — Dinwiddle:  Acreage  planted  increased  12  per  cent.,  but  reduced  by  fail- 
ure to  get  a  stand  because  of  cold  and  wet  weather.  Much  ground  replanted  with 
beans  or  pease.  Area,  1881,  8,750;  production,  2,200  bales.  Greenville:  Acreage  re- 
duced 18  per  cent. ;  "farmers  turning  attention  to  that  which  pays  better."  Area7 
1881,8,000;  production,  4,000  bales.  About  the  same  in  1880.  Mecklenburg:  Slightiu- 
crease,  but  poor  condition — too  wet  and  grassy.  Area,  1880,  3,762;  production,  1,708 
bales.  Area,  1881,  4,300  ;  production,  1,950  bales.  Area,  1882,  4,500.  Sussex  :  Acre- 
age increased  25  per  cent.  ;  stand,  poor.  Area,  1880,  4,500;  production,  1,500  bales. 
Area,  1881,  4,000;  production,  2,000  bales.  Area,  1882,  5,000  bales.  Prince  George : 
Very  poor  prospect.  Nansemond :  Generally  killed  by  frost,  and  plowed  up,  replanted  ; 
is  now  coming. 

North  Carolina. — Gaston:  The  weather  has  been  wet  and  cold,  the  stand  is  poor, 
and  the  appearance  bad.  Pamlico :  Looking  badly,  poor  stands,  and  the  cut-worm 
still  doing  its  work.  Sampson  :  Certainly  looks  badly ;  caused  by  cold  and  wet  weather. 
Wayne:  Looks  badly ;  two-thirds  of  a  stand  is  about  an  average;  much  plowed  up 
and  replanted.  Mecklenburg :  Acreage  decreased  10  per  cent. ;  looked  better  three 
weeks  ago  than  now ;  much  plowed  up  and  replanted.  Orange :  Planted  late,  but 
land  well  prepared.  Wilkes:  Late  and  small,  owing  to  cold,  wet  spring.  Cabar- 
rus: Yery  poor.  Columbus:  Owing  to  cold  weather,  the  crop  is  backward  and  the 
stand  poor.  Duplin :  More  backward  than  for  years ;  has  not  grown  any  for  three 
weeks.  Bladen:  The  cool  weather  has  caused  bad  stand  and  the  backward  condition 
of  crop*  Craven :  The  cold  spring  has  caused  a  bad  stand.  Franklin  :  Bad  stand ;  looks 
badly.  Jones:  Doing  badly  from  long  cold  spell.  Edgecombe:  Unusually  large  per 
cent,  dying  from  the  cold  weather,  and  many  farmers  plowing  up  and  planting  over. 
Currituck :  Wet  cold  weather  early  in  May  prevented  it  from  coming  up,  and  one- 
quarter  of  acreage  abandoned  for  want  of  seed  to  replant.      Davidson :  Seriously 
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injured  by  late  frost.  Nash  :  Does  not  look  well,  much  replanting  has  been  done. 
Tyrrell:  Acreage  increased  but  condition  not  good,  owing  to  cold  sprin«\  Moore: 
The  stand  is  bad,  farmers  still  plowing  up  and  planting  over;  cold  spring  the  cause. 
Halifax :  Most  unfavorable  spring  for  cotton  for  many  years.  Camden  :  The  cold 
weather  has  seriously  interfered  with  the  cotton  crop.  Durham  :  Acreage  is  decreased 
and  the  condition  is  bad,  owing  to  rains  and  low  thermometer.  Rowan  :  Very  much 
injured  by  wet  cold  weather.  Wilson  :  Came  up  badly,  much  died  since  it  came  up  ; 
•  the  stand  is  poor,  the  plant  small.  Beaufort :  The  stand  injured  by  late  cool  spell ; 
the  plant  is  small  and  sickly.  Pasquotank  :  Frost  on  18th  and  19th  May  greatly  dam- 
aged the  crop,  causing  much  plowed  up  and  planted  to  corn.  Greene:  Owing  to  cold 
May,  many  farmers  had  to  plow  up  and  plant  over ;  the  stand  is  bad,  it  is  sickly ;  ■ 
cannot  make  more  than  two-thirds  of  a  crop.  Warren  :  The  stand  is  poor,  too  much 
rain.     Robeson  :  Checked  by  cold  weather. 

South  Carolina. — Anderson  :  Two  weeks  backward,  owing  to  cold  weather. 
Chester :  Cold  weather  has  retarded  growth.  Marlborough  :  In  best  possible  condition. 
Richland:  The  cold  weather  on  the  20th  May  was  very  injurious  and  caused  consid- 
erable replanting.  Williamsburg  :  Clean  and  in  nice  growing  condition.  Darlington: 
Backward.  Marion  :  Is  improving  rapidly.  Orangeburg :  Acreage  decreased  10  per 
cent.  Spartanburg  :  Poor  stand,  and  not  in  good  condition.  Greenville:  Backward, 
but  the  stand  is  good.  Abbeville:  General  complaint  of  bad  stand.  Aiken:  Back- 
ward, poor  stand,  owing  to  cool  weather.  Colleton  :  A  little  too  much  rain  for  cot- 
ton.    Newbury  :  Good  stand.     Lexington  :  Backward,  but  is  improving  rapidly. 

Georgia. — McDuffie:  Has  died  from  the  cold,  until  there  is  about  three-quarters 
of  a  stand;  many  plowed  up  and  replanted  ;  acreage  decreased.  Piclens:  Badly  in- 
jured by  cold  spring.  Walker:  Injured  by  late  cold ;  poor  stand.  Chattahoochee:  Is 
not  doing  well;  cold  weather  and  cut- worms  have  greatly  damaged  it.  Chattooga: 
Considerable  decrease  in  acreage ;  is  not  doing  well.  Merriw  ether :  The  cold  spell  in 
May  caused  much  to  die.  Elbert :  Cold  weather  in  May  killed  a  great  deal ;  some 
farmers  plowing  up  and  planting  over.  Muscogee:  Smaller  than  usual  at  this  date, 
owing  to  cool  weather;  stand  fair.  Warren:  Has  been  looking  badly  from  cool 
weather,  but  is  improving  now.  Rockdale:  Cool  weather  causing  it  to  die.  Milton: 
Very  small,  stands  bad,  too  much  cold.  Dooly :  Cold  nights  and  lice  give  it  a  sickly 
appearance.  Decatur :  Decreased  acreage ;  bad  stand.  Marion  :  Looks  badly  from 
cool  nights.  Montgomery:  The  late  cold  spell  gave  it  the  "red  leg."  Hart:  Back- 
ward, good  stands,  fair  prospect,  acreage  one-third  off.  Bibb  :  Poor  stands.  Webster : 
The  crop  exceeds  expectation,  though  there  was  some  rust;  decrease  in  acreage, 
but  increase  in  use  of  fertilizers.  Talbot:  Backward.  Baldwin:  Decreased  acreage, 
but  will  be  better  cultivated ;  full  crop  is  expected.  Dawson  :  Stand  iujured  by 
cold;  many  farmers  plowed  up  and  planted  again.  Catoosa:  Stand  injured  by 
cold  weather.  Crawford:  Fifteen  days  later  than  usual.  Carroll:  Bad  stand,  caused 
by  frost.  Thomas :  Splendid.  Wilkes  :  Poor  stands  and  backward,  owing  to  cold  spring ; 
acreage  decreased.  DeKalb  :  Bad  stands  and  backward.  Banks  :  Growth  retarded  by 
late  cool  spell.  Jones:  A  little  too  cold  for  cotton  to  do  well.  Wilkinson  :  Good  stand 
and  growing  well.  Quitman:  Late  spring  unfavorable  to  cotton.  Polk:  Is  small, 
owing  to  cool  weather.  Coweta:'  Set  back  by  cool  weather.  Emanuel:  The  acreage 
is  decreased,  and  the  condition  is  not  good.  Habersham:  The  acreage  is  decreased; 
condition  not  up  to  an  average.  Henry  :  Pretty  good  stand,  well  worked,  and  growing 
fast.  Whitfield:  Poor  stand,  backward  growth,  owing  to  cool  spring.  Paulding: 
Acreage  decreased;  stand  not  good,  owing  to  cool  spring.  Brooks:  Affected  by  late 
cold  spell.  Campbell :  Injured  by  cool  spell  in  May.  Burke :  Small,  but  stand  is  good. 
Early  :  Is  recovering  from  effects  of  cool  spell.  Jackson :  The  stand  is  poor,  plant 
small. 

Florida. — Columbia:  Was  planted  late  and  is  small.  Suwannee:  Is  in  good  condi- 
tion. Marion/ Is  doing  well.  Jackson:  Good  stand;  good  condition.  Madison:  In- 
jured ;  cool  weather.  Lafayette  :  Looks  red  and  rusty,  owing  to  cold  northeast  winds* 
Leon :  Doinff  well. 
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Alabama. — Macon  :  The  cold  spring  lias  not  been  good  for  cotton,  causing  the  plant 
to  die  on  sandy  lands.  Talladega  :  Damaged  by  frost  in  May.  Lauderdale :  Cool  weather 
is  damaging  the  plant;  poor  stand.  Cleburne:  Checked  by  frost  and  cool  weather. 
Jackson:  In  poor  condition  owing  to  continued  cold  weather.  Autauga:  One-third 
less  planted ;  does  not  look  well  on  account  of  cool  weather.  Dale :  Acreage  de- 
creased ;  in  poor  condition;  much  killed  by  frost.  Pike  :  Injured  by  late  cold.  Choc- 
taw :  Cold  weather  has  been  damaging  to  cotton.  Montgomery:  The  plants  look 
healthy  and  are  fast  recovering  from  effects  of  the  cold  weather.  Elmore:  Growing 
finely  now.  Calhoun  :  Is  growing  nicely  now.  Be  Kalb :  The  stand  is  very  poor,  owing 
to  late  frosts.  Shelby :  Fine  jrield.  Coffee :  Is  growing  finely.  Pickens :  Set  back  by 
cool  May.  Blount:  Badly  injured  by  frosts  and  wet  weather,  but  is  in  clean  condition. 
Limestone :  The  acreage  is  decreased  20  per  cent. :  condition  is  not  good,  owing  to  cold 
spring.  Marengo:  Small,  but  healthy  and  in  good  condition.  Escambia:  Promising. 
Clarke:  Small  and  bad  stands,  owing  to  cold  spring.  Ballas:  The  crop  is  clean; 
stands  good;  looking  well,  growing  fast.  Perry:  Acreage  decreased;  plant  is  feeble, 
owing  to  cold  and  wet  weather.  Barbour  :  Recent  cool  spell  set  cotton  back  two 
weeks,  and  injured  stands  on  sandy  lands.  Conecuh:  Set  back  by  recent  cold  snapj 
first  bloom  May  12.  Geneva  :  Remarkably  promising.  Franklin  :  Growth  checked  by 
late  cold  spell.     Randolph:  Backward  ;  is  backward  owing  to  four  weeks'  drought. 

Mississippi. — Pontotoc:  Bad  stand  ;  small  plant;  looks  badly.  Amite:  Decrease  in 
acreage,  but  looking  well.  Clarke :  Not  so  good  as  last  year.  Newton :  Growth 
checked  by  cool  weather.  Panola:  Small  and  not  promising.  Alcorn:  Owing  to  cold 
weather,  stands  are  bad;  many  farmers  have  plowed  up  and  replanted.  Lowndes: 
Late  cold  checked  growth  and  killed  many  of  the  plants,  causing  poor  stand  on  some 
farms.  Wayne :  As  bad  prospect  as  ever  seen,  from  too  much  rain  and  cold.  Fayette: 
The  cool  weather  in  May  caused  many  plants  to  die.  Talabusha  :  Cold  weather 
checked  growth  and  injured  stand;  outlook  is  not  promising.  Grenada  :  The  acreage 
is  decreased  at  least  15  per  cent. ;  stand  is  not  good.  Benton  :  The  cool  weather  has 
injured  stands;  the  crop  is  promising  nevertheless.  Tate:  The  condition  is  not  very 
promising,  owing  to  cool  wet  weather;  much  of  the  best  land  had  to  be  plowed  up 
and  planted  again.  Covington:  Backward,  due  to  too  much  wet  weather.  Lee:  Owing 
to  rains  and  cool  weather,  backward,  and  stands  poor.  Neshoba  :  Wet  weather,  over- 
flow and  cold  made  planting  late  and  stands  bad ;  the  plant  does  not  look  healthy. 
Simpson:  Looks  badly;  poor  stand;  too  much  wet,  cold  weather.  Winslow  :  Too  much 
rain;  the  appearance  is  poor.  Ltawaniba  :  Cold  weather  has  caused  bad  stands.  At- 
tala: The  wet,  cold  spring  caused  bad  stand  and  slow  growth.  Prentiss:  The  cold, 
wet  weather  has  injured  the  stand  and  caused  the  plant  to  look  badly ;  the  prospect  is 
gloomy.  Wilkinson  :  Owing  to  spring  rains  the  stand  is  bad,  and  plant  backward,  but 
is  now  improving  rapidly.  Marshall :  One-fourth  had  to  be  plowed  up  and  planted 
over,  owing  to  wet  weather  and  floods,  but  in  time  to  make  good  crop.  Warren: 
Backward,  owing  to  late  spring  and  overflow.  Rankin:  Backward,  owing  to  late 
spring.  Hinds  :  Too  wet;  considerably  in  the  grass.  Tishomingo:  Cold,  damp  weather 
seriously  affects  cotton.  Sharkey :  One-fourth  of  crop  planted  after  the  overflow;  was 
so  much  damaged  by  cut- worms  that  it  had  to  be  planted  over;  the  plant  is  not  vig- 
orous and  growing.  Jefferson:  The  spring  has  been  wet  and  cool;  the  cotton  is  poor 
and  lousy.  Sunflower:  The  prospects  are  gloomy  for  a  crop,  owing  to  overflow.  Co- 
piah :  The  cool  May  weather  checked  growth.  Be  Soto :  Prospects  poor.  Leake :  Has 
literally  frozen  out ;  prospects  gloomy. 

Louisiana. — East  Feliciana:  The  wet  winter  delayed  preparations  for  planting, 
and  the  crop  is  fifteen  days  late ;  cool  nights  in  May  have  checked  its  growth. 
Rapides :  The  weather  has  been  unfavorable.  Calcasieu :  Looking  unusually  well. 
Pointe  Coupee:  The  acreage  will  be  increased  as  soon  as  the  water  subsides.  West 
Carroll:  Cotton  is  grassy.  Grant:  Stand  is  good ;  condition  good.  Bienville:  Stand 
greatly  injured  by  cold  and  cut-worm.  Saint  Laundry:  Looks  well.  East  Carroll : 
Looks  well,  but  is  four  weeks  late.     Concordia  :  The  area  will  be  decreased  owing  to 


ACREAGE  AND  CONDITION  OF  COTTON,  ETC.         9 

overflow,  and  condition  low  for  same  reason.  De  Solo:  The  first  week  in  May  caused 
it  to  look  badly,  but  is  rapidly  recovering.  Franklin:  Is  not  so  large  nor  does  it 
look  so  well  as  usual.  Lafayette:  Doing  well.  West  Feliciana:  Growth  checked  by 
late  cool  spell.  Saint  Helena:  Owing  to  cold  and  wet  weather,  much  of  the  crop 
plowed  up  and  planted  over. 

Texas.— Brazos :  Prospect  is  fine.  Hays:  Promising.  Marion:  Cold  spell  has 
greatly  retarded  growth.  Bush :  Cold  weather  and  rains  have  caused  much  of  the 
young  plants  to  die.  Fan  Zandi :  The  low  condition  is  owing  to  the  late  cold 
weather;  many  plants  dying.  Clay:  Acreage  decreased.  Cooke :  The  spring  has 
been  unfavorable.  Falls:  The  low  condition  of  cotton  is  owing  to  cold  spring. 
Dallas:  Ten  per  cent,  decrease  in  acreage;  well  worked,  and  in  good  condition.- 
Morris:  Late  rains  caused  low  lands  to  overflow,  which  gives  it  bad  appearance. 
Bell:  Where  well  planted,  is  promising.  Williamson:  Increased  acreage  and  very 
fine  appearance.  Denton:  The  acreage  is  decreased  33  per  cent.,  and  owing  to  cool 
weather  many  fields  have  been  planted  three  or  four  times;  the  condition  is 
very  low.  Cass:  The  condition  is  not  good,  owing  to  cold  rains.  Somervell: 
About  15  per  cent,  has  given  way  to  spring  wheat.  Harrison:  Still  dying; 
bad  stands,  aud  general,  condition  unfavorable.  Kaufman:  Plantiug  still  going 
on.  Brown:  Not  all  planted  yet;  not  doing  well;  worms  have  made  their » 
appearance.  Ellis :  Plant  feeble  ;  stand  bad ;  a  great  deal  planted.  Bobert- 
son  :  Plant  small  and  lousy;  poor  stand;  some  signs  of  boll- worm.  Funnels:  Very 
little  planted;  no  complaint.  Waller:  Growing  finely;  one  farmer  reports  the 
boll-w/)rm.  Cameron:  Early  cotton  now  in  bloom;  doing  finely.  Gregg:  Poor  stand; 
looks  badly;  due  to  cold  spring.  Henderson:  Is  larger,  and  looks  better  than  ever 
before  at  this  season.  Collin:  A  little  backward,  owing  to  cool  May.  Gillespie: 
Backward,  on  account  of  cold.  McLennan :  Late,  and  not  a  firstrate  stand!  Wash- 
ington: Backward,  but  good  stand.  Stephens:  Just  now  coming  up.  Austin:  Back- 
ward, owing  to  drought.  Bastrop :  The  acreage  is  largely  increased  and  is  looking 
well.  Coryell :  Somewhat  backward,  but  good  prospect.  Llano :  Doing  well,  but 
backward.  Navaro  :  Good  stand,  but  backward.  Panola:  Cold  days  in  May  checked 
growth  and  caused  the  plant  to  look  sickly,  and  some  to  die.  Bexar:  Two  weeks 
late;  injured  by  cut-worm.  Karnes:  Cotton  is  now  doing  well.  Hamilton:  Unusually 
late,  some  not  yet  up ;  does  not  look  well,  owing  to  cool  nights.  Coleman :  Was  re- 
ported in  May  as  killed  by  rust,  but  rain  came  and  what  appeared  to  be  rust  disap- 
peared, and  the  yield  will  be  fair.  Young  :  The  season  has  been  unfavorable;  much 
plowed  up  and  planted  to  corn ;  there  is  not  a  stand  on  a  single  farm  in  the  county. 
Fort  Bend  :  Fair  prospects.  Leon  :  There  has  been  some  damage  from  storms,  but  now 
the  outlook  is  improving.  Burnet:  Was  planted  late  and  is  backward.  Madison: 
Never  have  known  it  so  well  worked  before.  Titus:  Bad  stand;  just  beginning  to 
grow. 

Arkansas. — Crawford :  Decreased  acreage,  good  condition,  but  is  backward.  Grant : 
Has  improved  wonderfully  in  the  last  10  days;  farmers  are  hopeful.  Izard:  Cool 
weather  has  killed  most  of  the  cotton ;  many  have  replanted.  Sevier  :  The  cold  weather 
has  been  very  unfavorable  for  cotton.  Dallas:  Least  promising  crop  I  have  seen  for 
many  years.  Nevada  :  The  prospects  are  seldom  so  promising.  Perry :  Cool  weather 
retarded  the  growth,  but  it  is  not  thought  it  is  permanently  injured.  Columbia: 
Stand  and  condition  greatly  injured  by  late  cool  weather,  but  farmers  look  for  half 
crop.  Dorsey :  Damaged  by  overflow ;  much  had  to  be  planted  over;  acreage  decreased. 
Pope:  Is  sick;  the  stand  is  bad;  nights  are  too  cold.  Stone:  The  weather  is  too  cool  for 
cotton;  it  is  dying,  and  much  is  being  plowed  up  and  the  land  planted  to  corn.  Saline : 
The  stand  is  not  good,  and  condition  not  favorable,  owing  to  cold  weather.  Drew  : 
Cold  nights  and  heavy  rains  have  greatly  injured  the  appearance.  Lonoke :  Overflows, 
storms,  and  cold  weather  have  greatly  damaged  it ;  cannot  say  to  what  extent.  Mon- 
roe: Stands  are  bad  and  the  plant  is  puny;  some  had  to  replant  twice;  cut- worms  the 
cause;   two  overflows  this  vear.     Baxter:  Bad  stands;  caused  by  cold  wet  weather. 
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Fulton :  Cold,  and  cold  beating  rains  have  nearly  ruined  cotton ;  the  prospect  is  gloomy. 
La  Fayette:  The  crop  is  good  and  in  good  condition.  Scott:  Seriously  injured  by  cold 
weather.  Woodruff:  Very  much  improved  by  the  last  week's  sunshine.  Arkansas: 
Growth  checked  by  cold  wet  weather.  Independence:  Unusually  cool  weather  has 
retarded  the  growth.  Johnson :  Backward,  owing  to  cool  weather,  but  good  stand 
and  well  worked.  Lincoln:  Lousy,  and  looks  badly,  owing  to  cool  weather;  stand 
good.  Mississippi :  Owing  to  overflow  and  cool  nights  is  in  backward  state.  Phillips  : 
Decrease  in  acreage,  owing  to  overflow ;  low  condition,  caused  by  cold  weather.  Sharp : 
Owing  to  continued  cool  weather  cotton  is  dying  out;  much  of  it  plowed  up  and 
planted  to  corn ;  what  remains  is  small,  yellow,  lousy,  and  has  the  "sore  sbin."  Mont- 
gomery :  Overflows,  rains,  and  cold  weather  have  about  ruined  the  prospect ;  much 
plowed  up  and  planted  in  corn ;  no  seed  to  plant  the  second  time;  what  remains  looks 
sickly.  Marion:  Did  not  come  up  well;  that  up  does  not  look  well;  much  plowed 
up  and  planted  in  corn.  Newton:  Looks  bad;  half  the  crop  planted  the  second  time 
Searcy :  Three-fourths  of  crop  vdowed  Up  and  planted  the  second  time. 

Tennessee. — Haywood:  The  late  cold  snap  injured  crop  one-third.  Polk:  Doing 
badly  on  account  of  cold  nights.  McMinn  :  Looks  badly,  owing  to  cold  ;  some  farmers 
plowing  up  andplanting  corn.  Marion:  Looks  bad.  Bedford  :  The  condition  is  very 
low,  owing  to  continued  rain  and  cold.  Gibson :  Gloomy  prospect ;  early  planted  a 
failure,  plant  dying  out ;  miserable  stand ;  too  much  cold  wet  weather.  Hardeman  : 
The  condition  has  not  been  lower  for  20  years.  Tipton  :  Condition  is  deplorable :  one- 
fourth  was  replanted,  and  replanting  still  going  on ;  what  of  first  planting  is  left  is 
small;  weak  and  dying  from  u  sore  shin,"  caused  by  cold  wet  weather.  Dyer:  Has 
suffered  from  cold  wet  weather,  bad  stand,  backward  growth  ;  some  plowed  up  and 
planted  in  corn.  Henderson :  Condition  very  bad,  owing  to  cold  wet  May.  White : 
Stands  bad  owing  to  cold  weather.  Shelby  :  Backward,  owing  to  cold  and  wet 
weather. 

Indian  Territory. — Tahlequah  :  Cotton  looking  rather  badly.  Cherokee  :  Rather 
cold  for  cotton.     Choctaw  :  Very  backward. 

WHEAT. 

The  area  sown  in  spring  wheat  has  decreased,  apparently  about  12 
per  cent.  The  southern  connties  of  Wisconsin  and  southern  and  south- 
western districts  of  Minnesota  report  almost  without  exception  a  decline 
in  acreage.  The  northeastern  section  of  Iowa,  in  nearly  every  county, 
reports  large  reduction.  In  Dakota  there  is  large  increase  in  Cass 
County,  and  a  decrease  in  Yankton,  Turner,  Bon  Homme,  and  other 
counties.  There  is  apparently  small  increase  of  acreage  in  the  Territory. 
The  comparative  acreage  of  the  Northwest  is  as  follows:  Wisconsin,  87 y 
Minnesota,  86;  Iowa,  83  ;  Nebraska,  90  5  Dakota,  102. 

The  condition  of  winter  wheat  is  still  very  high,  averaging  100.  Last 
year,  in  June,  it  was  76,  having  fallen  from  94  in  May.  The  April  freeze 
did  very  little  damage  where  it  was  most  apprehended,  in  the  upper 
portion  of  the  Ohio  Valley.  The  Pennsylvania  average  is  a  single  point 
below  100;  New  Jersey,  8;  New  York,  16;  Texas,  7;  Ohio,  1;  Illinois, 
2.  All  other  winter  wheat  States  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  make 
returns  above  the  standard.  On  the  Pacific  coast,  Oregon  returns  an 
average  of  98,  and  California  77. 

Taking  the  winter  and  spring  areas  together,  and  assuming  a  contin- 
uance of  present  conditions,  a  crop  exceeding  13  bushels  per  acre  would 
result,  and  an  aggregate  exceeded  only  by  the  product  of  1880.    The 
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southern  harvest  is  safe,  northern  winter  wheat  has  few  risks  to  en- 
counter, but  the  winter  wheat  is  still  an  uncertain  quantity. 

Grain  aphis.— Dr.  P.  B.  Pendleton  reports  from  Louisa  County,  Vir- 
ginia, that — 

A  small  insect,  resembling  the  "  cabbage  louse,"  has  appeared  on  the  heads  of  the 
wheat  in  myriads — fifty  or  more  on  one  head,  in  some  cases.  They  are  ensconsed 
at  the  root  of  the  grain,  between  the  meshes,  and  are  evidently  sucking  the 
sap  of  the  grain.  They  are  generally  of  a  green  color,  some  small  ones  brown,  and 
with  them  is  a  small  gnat-like  fly,  which  I  suppose  deposits  the  egg.  The  late  wheat 
is  most  infested.  Lancaster  wheat  is  comparatively  exempt,  while  the  "  Silver  Chaff" 
(Department  wheat),  being  late,  will  be  totally  destroyed,  I  think." 

The  above  insect  is  supposed  to  be  Siphonophora  avena\  or  the  grain 
aphis,  which  does  not  usually  cause  any  very  serious  injury  to  the  crop. 

CORN. 

There  has  been  a  strong  tendency  to  enlarge  the  area  of  this  crop,  as 
a  result  of  the  great  scarcity  and  high  price  of  maize  since  the  partial 
failure  of  last  year.  This  is  most  noticeable  in  the  South  and  in  the 
spring  wheat  region  of  the  Northwest.  The  corn  average  cannot  be 
given  till  July.  A  large  increase  is  reported  in  the  South  and  in  the 
Northwest,  but  in  half  the  States  planting  was  not  completed  on  the 
first  of  June,  and  in  large  districts  no  show  is  yet  made  above  ground. 
In  parts  of  the  South  the  early  planted  is  in  tassel.  Planting  has  been 
very  late,  the  plant  is  small  and  not  of  average  vigor  and  color,  in  con- 
sequence of  cold  and  wet  weather. 

OATS. 

This  crop  is  closely  related  to  corn  in  an  economic  sense,  and  sympa- 
thizes with  the  changes  in  value  of  that  crop.  As  a  necessary  result., 
it  is  found  that  the  area  in  oats  has  been  considerably  increased.  This 
extension  of  breadth  has  been  general,  almost  universal,  and  amounts 
to  an  average  of  7  per  cent.  The  condition  of  the  crop  averages  101. 
The  harvest  promises  to  be  very  large.  This  was  the  only  cereal  which 
made  a  good  yield  in  1881  ;  a  fact  somewhat  noticeable,  as  it  is  not 
suited  to  southern  latitudes,  unless  grown  in  winter  mainly,  which  is 
becoming  more  the  practice  of  that  region.  New  England  and  the 
Middle  States  fail  to  make  a  full  record  of  100;  and  also  West  Vir- 
ginia, Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  and  Oregon;  yet  no  State 

falls  far  below  it. 

GRASSES. 

The  condition  of  clover  and  spring  pasture  has  improved,  and  ranges 
very  high  in  the  South  and  fair  in  other  sections. 

APPLES. 

The  average  condition  of  apples  is  80,  giving  promise  of  production, 
with  no  unfavorable  future  conditions,  ample  for  the  requirements  of 
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-consumption.  The  frosts  of  April  did  considerable  damage  in  the  Ohio 
"Valley,  where  apples  are  a  somewhat  uncertain  crop  except  in  favored 
locations  on  the  Lake  Shore,  among  the  bluffs  and  hills  of  the  upper 
course  of  the  Ohio.  In  this  region  the  loss  was  mainly  of  early  varieties. 
Prospects  are  good  for  a  fair  crop  in  Michigan.  In  Illinois  there  has 
been  some  damage  by  frosts.  In  Missouri  there  will  be  general  abun- 
dance, with  few  exceptions;  in  New  Madrid  County  the  crop  has  been 
half  destroyed  by  caterpillars.  Condition  of  the  crop  is  reported  good 
in  the  South,  but  the  orchards  are  not  generally  large  and  the  varieties 
mostly  those  of  Southern  origin. 

PEACHES. 

The  return s^relative  to  peaches  indicate  a  prospect  for  a  fair  crop  in 
the  main  peach  regions,  yet  not  a  full  one,  though  of  differing  value  in 
the  different  belts.  It  is  rather  better  in  the  East  than  in  the  West, 
with  less  damage  from  the  April  frosts.  In  a  few  localities  in  New 
England  peaches  are  coming  in  favor  among  orchardists.  With  special 
care  and  wise  management  the  fruit  is  found  quite  profitable.  There  is 
a  good  prospect  in  Monroe  County,  New  York;  in  Orange,  Suffolk,  Sul- 
livan, and  Schuyler.  In  Livingston,  Seneca,  and  Yates  the  figures  are 
very  low.  Few  counties  report  at  all,  and  many  of  them  represent  an 
insignificant  quantity.  New  Jersey  averages  80 — a  fair  indication  for  a 
crop  so  variable.  Burlington,  Morris,  Middlesex,  Somerset,  and  War- 
ren claim  a  full  crop.  Hunterdon  and  Gloucester  fair,  and  other  coun- 
ties smaller  results. 

The  Delaware  reports  of  the  peach  crop  are  favorable  from  New 
-Castle  and  Kent  counties,  less  so  from  Sussex,  making  a  prospect  ap- 
proximating an  average.  It  is  thought  that  the  number  of  trees  in 
New  Castle  are  less  in  number  by  one-fourth  than  in  1877. 

In  Harford  County,  Maryland,  the  prospect  is  more  encouraging  than 
last  year;  Worcester,  peaches  abundant;  Kent,  crop  not  well  advanced; 
Frederick,  light  crop  from  cold  weather  at  blooming  time ;  Dorchester, 
■above  an  average;  Caroline  95,  but  dropping  off;  Carroll,  good  crop, 
but  not  equally  distributed. 

The  present  prospect  for  an  abundant  peach  crop  is  very  good  through- 
out the  South,  which  means  an  abundant  home  supply,  but  not  much 
addition  to  the  requirements  of  northern  markets,  except  in  a  few  sec* 
tions  at  points  accessible  by  any  transportation.  The  cultivation  of 
peaches  for  northern  markets  promises  to  increase  rapidly  in  the  future. 
April  frosts  in  West  Virginia  destroyed  the  expectation  of  a  peach 
crop,  except  in  a  few  favored  localities.  In  Doddridge  County  frost  in 
May  caused  further  loss.  In  Kentucky  there  were  injuries  by  frost  in 
the  eastern  j>art  of  the  State.  A  few  counties  report  a  good  promise. 
Trees  are  reported  overloaded  in  Fulton  County ;  there  is  a  fine  show 
for  fruit  in  Hickman,  on  the  Mississippi;  condition  good  in  Butler.    In 
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many  counties  the  failure  is  complete,  in  others  partial ;  in  more  favored 
districts  the  prospect  is  fair  or  fine. 

The  injury  by  frost  was  severe  in  Ohio,  worst,  as  usual,  in  the  southern 
and  southwestern  part  of  the  State. 

The  average  condition  of  peaches  of  Michigan  is  placed  at  60  per 
cent.  Every  county  on  Lake  Michigan  is  represented,  returning:  Ber- 
rien, 50;  Van  Buren,  90;  Allegan,  60;  Ottawa,  60;  Muskegon,  75; 
Oceana,  100;  Mason,  50;  Manistee,  100 ;  Benzie,  50;  Leelenaw,  110.  High 
condition  is  reported  in  Calhoun,  Crawford,  Monroe,  Hillsdale,  Macomb 
and  Jackson.  Counties  reporting  high  condition  in  Indiana,  are  few, 
those  giving  the  highest  figures  being  Crawford,  De  Kalb,  Hamilton, 
Harrison,  Marshall,  Noble,  Starke,  Steuben,  Sullivan,  and  Warren. 

The  average  condition  of  Illinois  peaches  is  65.  Among  the  counties 
reporting  prospect  of  full  crop,  the  largest  portion  are  in  the  southern 
district,  among  which  are  Alexander,  Bond,  Clay,  Forsyth,  Gallatin, 
Hamilton,  Johnson,  Madison,  Pulaski,  Randolph,  and  Saline;  in  the 
central,  Christian,  Cumberland,  Morgan,  Montgomery,  Piatt,  and  Ver- 
million, in  the  north  Du  Page,  Kankakee,  La  Salle,  Starke,  Warren 7 
and  Woodford. 

Peaches  are  not  generally  grown  in  Iowa,  yet  a  dozen  or  more  of  the 
southern  counties  make  report  of  fair  prospects;  among  them  Fremont, 
Jefferson,  Monroe,  Ringgold,  Scott,  Wayne,  and  Union. 

The  indications  of  a  good  crop  in  Missouri  are  assuring.  No  less  than 
seventy-three  counties  reporting  peaches,  many  of  them  very  high 
figures,  and  averaging  91.  Low  condition  is  exceptional;  the  lowest 
being  in  Buchanan,  Maries,  and  Phelps. 
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